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LETTER 


FROM 


EARL  STANHOPE, 


TO  THE 


RIGHT  HONOURABLE 


EDMUND  BURKE. 


Mansfield  Street,  Feb.  24,  1790. 

s  1 R, 

-  \ 

TTT  was  with  regret,  and  with  no  fmall 
degree  of  furprife,  that  I  read,  yefter- 
day,  a  Pamphlet  purporting  to  be  the 
fubftance  of  your  Speech  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  on  Tuefday  the  Ninth  in- 
ftant,  in  which  it  is  ftated  to  be  of  con- 
fequence  to  you  not  to  be  mtfunderJloocL 

I  fhould  have  been  ftill  more  aftoniihed 

\  \ 

at  that  moil  extraordinary  Production, 

B  had 
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had  I  not  had  former  opportunities  of 
obferving  the  curious  tenets  of  your 
Political  Creed. 

You  fay  that  44  *the  French  have  made 
44  their  way  through  the  deftrudtion  of 
44  their  Country,  to  a  bad  Conftitution, 

4  4  when  they  were  abfolutely  in  pojfejfton 
“  of  a  good  oner  And  the  precife  time 
that  you  fix  for  the  happy  period  of 
this  GOOD  Conftitution  was  44  the  day 
44  the  States  met  in  feparate  Orders.” 
You  know,  Sir,  that  at  that  time ,  the 
Baftile  exifted,  the  practice  of  Arbitrary 
Imprifonment  exifted,  no  Habeas  Corpus 
was  then  eftablifhed,  no  Trial  by  Jury  was 
then  known  in  that  Country,  nor  had  it 
even  been  moved  for  in  the  National 
Aflembly ;  there  was  then  no  Declara¬ 
tion  of  Rights ,  no  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  ; 

*  See  page  17  of  Mr,  Burke’s  Speech,  printed  for 
Debrett  in  Piccadilly, 

nor 
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nor  had  the  Nation  even  the  femblance 
of  a  free  Conftitution.  Nay,  fuch  was 
the  horrid  extent  of  Defpotic  Power,  and 
fo  numerous  were  the  Perfons  who  had 
been  its  Victims,  that  it  was  not  till 
feveral  months  after  the  happy  period  you 
allude  to,  that  the  National  Affembly 
could  find  out  the  Multitude  of  Perfons 
arbitrarily  imprifoned  throughout  the 
Kingdom,  or  even  the  places  of  their 
confinement ;  nor  could  this  difcovery 
be  made,  till  the  National  Affembly,  on 
the  fecond  of  loft  month,  voted  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Refolution;  videlicet,  *  that  “all 
“  Governors,  King’s  Lieutenants,  Com- 
“  manders  of  State  Prifons,  Goalers, 
“  and  Superiors  of  Religious  Houfes,  and 
“  all  Perfons  charged  with  the  cuftody 
“  of  Perfons  imprifoned  by  Lettres-de- 

*  See  page  29  of  the  No.  165  of  the  Proces-Verbal  of 
the  National  Affembly,  printed  by  their  order. 
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gi  Cachet,  or  by  any  Order  whatfoever 
<c  of  any  of  the  Agents  of  the  Execu- 
“  tive  Power,  fhould  make  to  the  Na- 
<4  tional  Affembly  a  true  Report  con- 
“  taining  the  Names,  Sirnames,  and 
44  ages  of  the  different  Perfons  in  their 
44  cuflody,  together  with  the  caufes  and 
44  the  date  of  their  detention,  and  an 
44  Extract  of  the  refpedtive  Orders  by 
44  virtue  of  which  they  were  kept  in 
44  confinement. 5’  Such  were  the  bleffed 
effects  of  that  good  Conjlitution ,  of  which, 
you  fay,  the  French  were  at  that  time  in 
absolute  pojfejjion. — At  the  time  when  that 
good  Conjlitutio n  exifted,  Public  Offices 
were  fold,  and  Judges  were  privately 
foiicited  to  diftribute  Public  Juflice  to 
Individuals.  The  common  People  were 
borne  down  by  oppreffive  Services,  and 
by  unequal  and  galling  Taxes,  from 
which  the  opulent  were  free.  Feudal 

Tyranny 
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Tyranny  exifted,  and  the  abje6l  ftate  of 
Vaffalage  exifted  alfo.  ANeft  of  Go¬ 
vernment  Spies  fwarmed  throughout  the 
Country ;  and  in  Paris ,  they  were  ftation- 
ed  even  m  private  Houfes.  The  People 
faw  their  Fellow  Citizens  (and  often 
their  befi  Fellow  Citizens)  thrown  into 
Dungeons,  and  kept  in  Chains,  detained 
for  years  in  thofe  folitary  and  dark  Cells 
of  Defpotifm,  without  any  public  accu- 
fation,  without  the  poftibility  of  obtain¬ 
ing  any  Trial,  or  of  procuring  any  re- 
drefs,  and  even  without  being  informed 
of  the  fuppofed  offences  of  which  they 
were  bafely  and  fecretly  accufed,  or  of 
the  names  of  their  accufers.  This  was 
their  good  Conftitution !— But,  excellent 
as  it  was,  the  People  could  no  longer 
bear  it. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  the  Nation, 
afterwards,  faw  their  Capital  furrounded 

by 
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by  foreign  mercenaries ,  joined  to  their 
ftanding  Army,  who  had  been  ordered 
thither,  to  over-awe  the  National  Aflem- 
bly,  and  to  intimidate  the  People.  And 

i 

I  know,  for  certain,  from  thofe  who 
were  at  Paris  at  the  time,  that  the  Ci¬ 
tizens  univerfally  expected,  that,  that 
Metropolis  was  to  be  attacked  by  the 
Soldiery,  in  the  dead  of  night . 

The  People,  moreover,  from  the  great 
fcarcity  of  corn,  were  then  literally  flaw¬ 
ing  for  want  of  bread :  and  that ,  at  a  time 
when  that  horrid  fcarcity  was  fuppofed 
(and  perhaps  not  without  juft  caufe) 
to  be,  in  great  meafure,  artificial.  Was 
it  to  be  fuppofed  that,  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  an  opprefted,  a  threatened, 
and  a  famifhed  People  would  proceed 
upon  abftrad  Ideas  of  Metaphyfics,  or 
would  even  ad:,  in  all  refpeds,  with 
that  perfed  temper  and  moderation 

which* 
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which,  under  other  circumftances,  they 
might  have  done  ?  Any  Man  who  could 
exped  this,  muft  know  but  little  of 
human  nature ! 

France  contains  between  five  and 
fix  times  as  many  Inhabitants  as  Eng- 
land  and  Wales  together.  They  are 
fpread  over  an  immenfe  Kingdom,  and 
in  fome  parts  of  the  Country  their 
Poverty  is  exceffive.  That  Poverty  has 
been  produced  by  their  former  deteftable 
and  arbitrary  Government,  and  by  their 
mad  Wars,  occafioned,  not  by  the 
wifhes  of  the  People,  but,  by  bad  Ad- 
miniftrations  in  that  Country.  Penury 
and  Diftrefs  muft  ever  create  difcontent, 
and  the  excefs  of  mifery  will  originate 
defpair. — To  fpeak,  then,  difpaftionately 
and  fairly  upon  the  fubjed ;  whatever 
may  have  been,  in  particular  places, 
the  effeds  of  popular  defperation,  thofe 

Events 

•  ^ 
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Events  are  NOT  to  be  attributed  to  the 
form  of  their  new  Conftitution,  which 
did  not  even,  at  that  time,  exift;  but, 
they  are  to  be  afcribed  folely  to  their 
old  wretched  and  execrable  Government, 
which  had  been,  for  ages,  the  caufe  of 
the  People’s  oppreflion,  of  their  indi¬ 
gence,  mifery,  and  confequent  defpair. 
It  was  that  execrable  and  wicked  Go¬ 
vernment  that  provoked  the  violent  in- 

furredtions  that  have  happened  in 

\ 

France.  To  that  wicked  Government, 
therefore,  is  to  be  afcribed  all  thofe 
misfortunes  to  individuals,  which  the 
Friends  of  humanity  will  lament.  Thofe 
infurredtions  and  misfortunes  (confider- 
ing  their  caufe )  are  themfelves  the 
ftrongeft  proofs  of  the  neceffity  that  there 
was,  for  the  People  to  throw  off  their 
yoke,  and  effectually  to  break  afunder 
the  Chains  of  Tyranny. 

The 
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The  change  of  Government  in  France, 
when  completed,  is  likely  to  be  the 
fource  of  happinefs  to  that  kingdom  : 
and,  inafmuch  as  it  is  an  unparalleled 
example  of  public  Spirit  to  other  en- 
llaved  Nations  upon  the  Continent,  it  is 
likely  to  be  the  fource  of  happinefs  to 
Europe.  The  Revolution  Society  in 
London  have  therefore,  with  an  heartfelt 
fatisfadtion,  rejoiced  at  this  great  event ; 
although  Mr.  Burke  pours  forth,  on  the 
occafion,  Lamentations  as  bitter  as  thofe 
of  "Jeremiah  ! 

The  Revolution  Society  had  addi¬ 
tional  reafons  for  the  pleafure  that  they 
expreffed.  We  confidered  that  what  had 
happened  in  France  held  out  a  fair  pro- 
fpedt  of  the  continuance  of  peace  between 
the  two  Nations  :  and  every  obfervant 
Perfon  muft  have  perceived  how  much 
this  Country  was  finking  at  the  time  of 

the 
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the  accurfed  American  War,  and  alfo 
how  rapidly  it  lias  been  rifing  fince.  It 
is  to  the  timely  making  of  the  peace ,  more 
than  any  other  caufe,  or  united  caufes, 
that  our  prefent  profperity  is  to  be 
afcribed.  Was  it  then  unnatural  that 
Englishmen  who  have  been  Witnefles  of 
thefe  good  effects  of  peace.  Should  wiSh 
for  its  continuance  ? 

France  has,  hitherto,  been  confidered 
by  the  People  of  England,  as  a  reftlefs 
and  perfidious  neighbour.  Not  becaufe 
individuals  in  France  are  more  trea- 
cheroufly  inclined  than  individuals  in  this 
Country :  but,  becaufe  a  Government 
conflituted  as  theirs  was,  could  never  be 
relied  on  longer  than  from  day  to  day. 
When  that  Country,  as  in  the  two  former 
Reigns,  was  governed  one  hour  by  a  Mif- 
trefs,  and  the  next  by  any  artful  Sycophant 
at  Court,  their  Administration  could  be  but 

capricious. 
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capricious.  It  appeared  treacherous,  be- 
caufe  it  was  verfatile  ;  and  it  was  verfa- 
tile,  becaufe  it  was  guided  by  Intrigue, 
An  abfolute  Government  is  generally 
proud,  captious,  and  quarrelfome.  A 
defpotic  Minifter  is  generally  ambitious. 
Confequently,  we  cannot  wonder  at  the 
former  empty  projects  of  ambition  of 
the  Court  of  France. 

Whereas,  fince  the  Revolution,  in  that 
Kingdom,  there  is  far  lsfs  danger  of  their 
making  Wars  from  motives  of  ambition. 
It  is  not  for  the  Intereft  of  the  People  of 
France  to  go  to  War  with  Great  Britain, 
any  more  than  it  is  for  the  Intereft  of  the 
People  of  this  Country  to  go  to  War  with 
them.  It  is,  therefore,  to  be  expected, 
that  under  their  new  form  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  in  which  the  People  have  fo  much 
weight,  the  Reprefentatives  of  that  people 
will  neither  dare,  nor  be  inclined,  to 

c  2  adopt 
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adopt  a  Syftem  of  Politics  that  would  be 
evidently  contrary  to  the  Interefts  of  the 
majority  of  that  Nation,  and  contrary,  as 
we  have  reafon  to  believe,  to  their  willies 
alfo. 

Have  you  forgot  the  Votes  of  the 
National  Affembly  refpedting  their  not 
making  Wars  of  ambition  ?  Have  you 
never  read  the  Letter  which  the  Arch - 
bijhop  of  Aix,  Prefident  of  the  National 
Affembly,  wrote,  by  order  of  that  Body, 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Revolution  So¬ 
ciety  in  London  ?  The  Archbilhop  ex- 
preffes  himfelf  in  the  following  manner. 
“  The  Nation  appeared  to  be  carried, 
“  as  by  an  univerfal  impulfe,  to  thofe 
“  changes  which  now  conftitute  its 
ftrength  and  its  ftability. 

“  A  King  whom  we  may  call  the  beji 
xc  of  Men,  and  the  firjl  of  Citizens,  en- 
“  couraged  by  his  virtues  the  willies  of 

the 
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44  the  Nation;  and  now,  by  univerfal 
44  concurrence,  a  durable  Conftitution  is 
44  eftablifhed,  founded  on  the  unalien- 
44  able  rights  of  Men  and  Citizens. 

4 4  It  undoubtedly  belongs  to  our  age, 
44  in  which  reafon  and  liberty  are  ex- 
^4  tending  themfelves  together,  to  extin- 
44  guifh,  for  ever,  national  hatred  and 
44  rivalfhip. 

44  We  muft  not  allow  prejudices, 
44  which  difgrace  Nations,  to  produce 
44  Wars,  thofe  errors  of  Governments. 
44  But,  the  two  moft  enlightened  Na- 

44  tions  of  Europe  ought  to  fhew,  by 

% 

44  their  example,  that  the  love  of  one’s 
44  Country  is  not  inconfiftent  with  fen- 
44  timents  of  humanity. 

44  The  National  Affembly  difcovers, 
?4  in  the  Addrefs  of  the  Revolution  So- 
44  ciety  of  England,  thofe  Principles  of 
ff  univerfal  benevolence  which  ought  to 

44  bind 
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u  hind  together ,  in  all  the  Countries  of  the 
«<  World ,  the  true  Friends  to  the  happi -■ 
dW  liberty  of  Mankind  ” 

The  defire  of  cultivating  a  friendly 
underflanding  with  Great  Britain,  has 
lately  manifefted  itfelf  in  many  parts  of 
that  Kingdom.  They  confiderthe  People 
of  England,  as  Men  who  profefs  the 
fame  political  Truths  with  themfelves ; 
and  who,  in  the  laft  Century,  fet  them 
the  glorious  Example  which  they  follow 
at  prefent.  I  truft  that  this  favourable 
difpofition  of  the  Patriots  in  France  to¬ 
wards  this  Country,  will  not  be  in  the  leaft 
altered ,  by  any  of  the  declamatory  Speeches 
you  may  ever  make,  or  by  all  the  fpecu- 
lative  Pamphlets  you  can  ever  publifh. 

Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan ,  to  their 
immortal  honour,  have  openly  differed 
with  you  upon  this  fubjedt.  And  it  is. 
Sir,  confidered  by  the  Public,  as  a  ftrange 

whim  * 
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•whim,  that  a  Man  fhould  pick  a  Quar-: 
rel  with  a  Friend,  becaufe  he  happens  to 
differ  from  him  about  the  internal  poli¬ 
tics  of  a  foreign  Nation  :  but,  it  is  con- 
fidered  as  being  more  than  a  whim,  when 
that  Friend  is  fuch  a  man  as  Mr.  Sheri - 
dan,  whofe  fplendid  Abilities  are  uni- 
verfally  acknowledged,  whofe  keen  and 
brilliant  Wit  is  only  to  be  excelled  by  his 
natural  good  humour,  and  whofe  liberal 
principles  are  not  lefs  confpicuous,  than 
his  manlinefs,  activity,  and  refolution. 
One  fhould  have  thought,  that  fuch  qua¬ 
lities,  even  in  a  Stranger,  might  have 
infpired  fome  refpedt. 

After  having  attacked  your  Friends, 
you  might  naturally  be  expected  to  di¬ 
rect  your  Shafts  alfo,  againft  thofe 
who  have  not  afpired  to  that  diftindtion^ 
and  you  appear  to  deem  the  Revolution 
Society  in  London  a  proper  objedt.  No 

wonder 
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wonder  that  you  fhould  refign  your  pre- 
tendons  to  what  you  have  farcaftically 
called  the  applaufe  of  Clubs.  From  your 
difrelifh  of  popular  Meetings,  it  may  be 
fuppofed  that  you  have  not  entirely  for¬ 
gotten  your  expulflon  from  Brijlol ,  or  the 

reception  you  met  with  at  the  Bucking - 

\ 

hamjhire  County  Meeting. 

In  your  fpeech,  you  allude  to  certain 
<c  wicked psrfons  (to  ufe  your  own  ele¬ 
gant  expreffion)  “  who  have  fhewn,” 
you  fay,  “  a  ftrong  difpofition  to  imi- 
“  tate  the  French  Spirit  of  reform  j” 
but,  who  the  perfons  are,  who  are  glanced 
at,  by  this  dark  inlinuation,  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  determine.  But,  from  the  title 
of  another  Pamphlet,  which  an  Adver- 
tifement  in  the  Papers  has  announced  is 
fpeedily  to  be  expected  from  you ,  it  is 

r  *  See  page  15  of  Mr.  Burked  Speech. 
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conjectured,  that  the  Revolution  Society 
"in  London  was  in  your  contemplation 
when  you  made  that  Speech.  Let  the 
Public  judge,  from  the  following  words 
of  their  Refolution,  whether  that  Society 
have  been  blameable,  or  praife- worthy. 
“  At  the  Anniverfary  meeting  of  the 
“  Society  for  commemorating  the  glori- 
“  ous  Revolution  of  1688,  held  at  the 
“  London  Tavern  on  the  4th  of  Novem- 
11  ber  1789,  Dr.  Price,  moved  the  fol- 
“  lowing  Refolution  which  palled  una- 
4<  nimoufly,  and  it  was  alfo  refolvedthat 
<c  the  fame  be  tranfmitted  to  the  National 
“  Alfembly  of  France,  figned  by  the 
“  Chairman  : 

<c  The  Society  for  commemorating  the 

■ 

“  Revolution  in  Great  Britain,  difdaiii- 
**  ing  National  Partialities,  and  rejoicing 
“  at  every  triumph  of  Liberty  and  Juf- 
tice  over  Arbitrary  Power,  offer  to  the 

d  “  National 


National  Affembly  of  France,  their 
congratulations  on  the  Revolution  in 
that  Country,  and  on  the  profped  it 
gives  to  the  two  firft  Kingdoms  in  the 
World,  of  a  common  participation 
in  the  bleffings  of  civil  and  religious 

“  They  cannot  help  adding  their 
ardent  wifhes  of  an  happy  Settlement 
of  fo  important  a  Revolution,  and 
at  the  fame  time  expreffing  the  par¬ 
ticular  fatisfadion,  with  which  they 
refled:  on  the  tendency  of  the  glorious 
Example  given  in  France  to  encou¬ 
rage  other  Nations  to  aflert  the  un¬ 
alienable  Rights  of  Mankind,  and 
thereby  to  introduce  a  General  Re¬ 
formation  in  the  Governments  of 

Europe,  and  to  make  the  World  free 

/ 

and  happy.” 

This  was  that  abominable  Refolution, 

which 
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which  thofe  <l  wicked  Perfons ”  voted, 
and  which,  as  their  Chairman  for  the 
day,  I  had  the  honour  to  fign. 

It  is,  however,  only  matter  of  con¬ 
jecture  who  the  “  wicked  Perfons”  were, 
to  whom  you  have  alluded.  If  to  the 
Members  of  the  Revolution  Society, 
it  is  fit,  Sir,  that  you  fhould  learn, 
that  they  are  Men  who  are  Friends  to 
Liberty,  and  that  they  are,  therefore , 
firm  Friends  to  our  free  and  excellent 
Conftitution.  They  meet  to  comme¬ 
morate  the  palling  of  the  Bill  of  Rights , 
and  the  glorious  Revolution  of  the  lalt 
Century,  the  true  Principles  of  which 
they  will  ever  he  ready  to  defend. 
They  know  that  the  Rights  of  the 
illuftrious  Family  upon  the  Throne, 
are  founded  upon  thofe  facred  Principles ; 
and  (independently  of  Perfonal  refped; 
for  the  Princes  of  that  Houfe)  every 

d  2  Whip* 
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!  .  « 

Whig  feels  a  warm  conflitutional  attach- 

ment  to  that  Family,  becaufe  their  Rights 
depend  upon  the  People's  Rights ,  which 
they  were  brought  to  this  Country  to 
maintain.  Nor  has  the  Revolution 
Society  ever  fliewn  itfelf  deficient  in 
-  the  refpedt  due  to  his  Majefty  him- 
felf.  No  Member  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  Society  was  ever  heard  to  fay,  that 
“  the  Ring  had  been  hurled  by  Provi- 
“  dence  from  his  Throne,”  becaufe 

our  gracious  Sovereign  had  the  misfor- 

-  •  \ 

tune  to  labour,  for  a  time,  under  bodily 
infirmity. 

You  blame  the  French  for  having  gone 
too  far  in  the  alterations  they  have  made 
in  their  Conftitution ;  and  you  accom¬ 
pany  this  opinion  with  a  firing  of  abu- 
five  epithets  *  too  impaffioned  to  be 

worth 

*  ,f  An  irrational,  unprincipled,  profcribing,  con- 
fifcating,  plundering,  ferocious,  bloody,  and  tyran- 

“  nical 
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worth  repeating.  Whether  the  French 
have  gone  too  far  or  not,  in  their  con- 
ftitutional  alterations,  can  be  known  only 

by  thofe  who  have  been  Eye-witneffes 
of  the  whole  of  the  tranfadtion,  who 
have  been  fully  informed  of  the  motives 
that  actuated  the  Leaders  of  the  National 
Affembly,  and  who  have  had  accurate 
information  refpedting  the  Opinions  of 
the  People  of  that  country  relative  to  the 
form  of  Government  to  be  eftablifhed. 
Therefore,  upon  thofe  topics,  the  Re¬ 
solution  Society  has  pronounced  nothing . 
But,  as  Whigs ,  they  exulted  over  the 
demolition  of  the  Baftile,  and  over  the 
ftill  more  important  downfal  of  fyftema- 
tic  Tyranny.  That  Revolution  has  given 
a  wholefome  leffon  to  Tories,  and  a  fa- 
lutary  leffon  to  Tyrants ,  in  all  the  de- 

**  nical  democracy.’’  See  page  iz  of  Mr.  Burke’s 
Speech. 

fpotic 
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fpotic  Countries  upon  earth,  by  teaching 
them,  that  Men,  by  becoming  Soldiers 
ceafe  not  to  be  Citizens ;  and  that  no 
length  of  oppreffion  can  ever  eradicate 
from  the  human  heart,  the  warm  feeL 
ings  of  human  nature,  or  the  immutable 
Principles  of  natural  Juftice. 

All  warrantable  political  Power  is  de¬ 
rived,  either  mediately,  or  immediately* 
from  the  People .  All  political  Autho¬ 
rity  is  a  TRUST ;  and  every  wilful  adl 
of  abufe  of  that  Authority,  is  a  Breach 
of  Prift.  The  natural  RIGHTS  of  the 
PEOPLE  are  facred  and  unalienable . — 
Rights ,  of  which  Defpotifm  may  rob 
them  for  a  time,  but,  which  it  is  not  in 
the  Power  of  Tyranny  to  annihilate .  We, 
therefore,  commemorate  with  rapture, 
the  glorious  /Era,  when  the  Army  of  Eng¬ 
land  nobly  refufed  to  overturn  our  free 
Conftitution,  and  had  the  virtue  to  join 

the 
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the  Standard  of  King  William.  And 
we  exult  (with  Mr.  Fox)  that  the  Army 
of  France ,  laft  year,  followed  that  glori¬ 
ous  Example,  by  refufing  to  become  the 
Inftruments  of  the  fervitude  of  their  Fel¬ 
low  Citizens. 

You  talk  of  “  Democracy* and  of 
a  “  Mob  of  Democracies .”  You  reproach 
the  National  AlTembly  with  having  made 
and  recorded,  what  you  are  pleafed  to 
call,  <c  a  fort  of  Inftitute  and  Digeft  of 
ic  Anarchy  •f*,  called  the  Rights  of  Man, 
“  in  fuch  a  pedantic  abufe  of  Elementary 

Principles  as  would  have  difgraced 
“  Boys  at  School.”  You  ftile  it  alfo  a 
“  mad  Declaration." 

In  this  “  Digeft  of  Anarchy 55  (as  you 
term  it)  are  contained  the  fundamental 
Principles  of  a  free  Government,  and  the 

*  See  page  20  of  Mr.  Burke’s  Speech, 
i  See  page  19  of  Mr,  Burke’s  Speech. 

nobleft 
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nobleft  affertions  of  the  Rights  of  Men 
and  Citizens.  I  have  read  that  Declara¬ 
tion*  of  the  National  Affembly  often, 
but  never  without  peculiar  fatisfadtion, 
becaufe  that  excellent  Declaration  is  fu- 
perior,  in  fome  refpedts,  even  to  our 
admirable  Bill  of  Rights . 

Such,  Sir,  being  your  Sentiments  re- 
fpedling  civil  Liberty ,  I  will  leave  them 
with  the  Public,  and  confider  what  you 
advance  upon  the  fubjedt  of  Religion , 
which  is  (if  poffible)  ftill  more  aftonifh- 
ing. 

Speaking  of  the  French,  you  fay  -f*, 

On  the  fide  of  Religion,  the  danger 
c<  of  their  Example  is  no  longer  from 

*  Thofe  Englifhmen,  who  do  not  underftand  the  French 
Language,  will  find  a  Tranflationof  the  above-mentioned 
French  Declaration  of  Rights,  in  the  Appendix  to  the 
Difcourfe  on  the  Love  of  our  Country,  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Richard  Price,  printed  for  T.  Cadell  in  the  Strand. 

t  See  page  r  2  of  Mr.  Burke’s  Speech. 

“  Intolerance , 
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*f  Intolerance ,  but  from  Atheifm I 
know  not  what  you  have  difcovered  in 
the  Votes  of  the  National  Affembly,  that 
can  warrant  you  in  advancing  fuch  an 
Opinion.  Is  it  true  that,  in  their  Jour¬ 
nal,  of  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  De¬ 
cember  laft,  I  find  the  two  following 
incomparable  Refolutions ;  videlicet*, 
“  The  National  Affembly  Decrees,  ift, 
“  That  Non-Catholics  who  fhall  have 
“  fulfilled  all  the  Conditions  required, 
“'by  its  preceding  Decrees,  in  order  to 
“  eledf,  and  to  be  eligible,,  fhall  be 


*  See  page  12,  of  No.  159,  of  the  Proces-Ferbal  of 
the  National  Affembly,  printed  by  their  order. 

“  L’Affemblee  Nationale  decrete,  i°.  que  les  Non- 
((  Catholiques,  qui  auront  d’ailieurs  rempli  tcutes  les 
"  Conditions  prefcrites  dans  fes  precedens  Decrets  pour 
cc  etre  Ele&eurs  et  eligibles,  pourront  etre  elus  dans 
**  toutes  les  degres  d’Adminiftration,  fans  exception. 

cc  20.  Que  les  Non-Catholiques  font  capables  de  tous 
te  les  emplois  Civil*  Sc  Militaires,  comme  les  autres 
“  Citoyens, 

<  < 
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4e  capable  of  being  eledted  into  all  polL 
f<  tical  fituations  in  the  State,  without 
“  exception. 

<f  2dly,  That  Non-Catholics  be  capa- 
“  ble  of  holding  all  Employments  Civil 
and  Military,  like  other  Citizens/* 
By  thefe  juft,  and  politic  Refolutions, 
the  National  Affembly  have  admitted 
Protejlants ,  and  other  Clafles  of  Dif* 
j enters ,  into  all  Offices  and  Situations 
that  are  capable  of  being  held  by  the 
Members  of  the  Eftablilhed  Church. 
They  have  thereby  united  and  confo - 
lidated  their  Citizens,  and  fet  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  Wifdom  and  Liberality,  worthy 
of  the  imitation  of  all  their  Neighbours . 
Is  this,  Sir,  what  you  call  Atheifm  ?  If  fo, 
Atheifm  has  got  ftrong  footing  in  Scot¬ 
land,  where  the  Pef,  and  Corporation  ABs 
do  not  exift:  and  Atheifm  has  ftruck  deep 
root  in  Ireland  alfo;  for*  in  Ireland  that 

unwife, 
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unwife,  unreafonable,  and  unjuft  Law, 
the  Tefi  AB,  has  been  repealed. 

In  France,  they  have  abolifhed  Tytbes: 
and  fo  the  Parliament  ought  to  do  in 
England,  by  fubftituting  another  mode  of 
providing  for  the  Clergy,  lefs  vexatious, 
lefs  detrimental  to  Agriculture,  more 
convenient  for  the  Clergy,  and  lefs  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  Caufe  of  Religion. 

In  France  they  have  lately  abolifhed 
Monafteries :  in  England  we  did  fo, 
long  ago. 

In  France  the  National  Aflembly  has 
diminifhed  the  unreafonable  Revenues  of 
the  fuperior  Clergy,  and  thofe  alfo  of  the 
Drones  of  the  eftabliflied  Church,  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  has  increafed  the 
hard-earned  Stipends  of  the  laborious 
and  inferior  Clergy ;  and  (if  the  inform¬ 
ation  I  have  received  be  corred)  above 
FIVE  parts,  out  of  SIX,  of  the  whole 

E  %  Clergy 
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Clergy  of  the  eftablifhed  Church  in 
France,  have  been  GAINERS  by  the 
late  Revolution.  Is  this  what  you  call 
Atheifm ?  It  is  what  I  call  an  Adt  of 
fufiice,  as  well  as  a  fine  firoke  of  Policy .  - 
Defpotifm  in  France,  induced  the 
Friends  of  Civil  Liberty  there,  to  efpoufe 
the  Caufe  of  the  inferior  Clergy ,  whofe 
juft  pretenfions  to  encouragement  might 
otherwife  have  been  forgotten. — Should 
a  Spirit  of  religious  Perfecution  ever  go 
forth  in  England,  it  may  poftibly  induce 
the  uniting  Friends  of  religious  Freedom 
to  efpoufe  the  Caufe  of  the  inferior 
Clergy  in  this  kingdom.  For,  that  ufe- 
ful,  laborious,  and  refpedtable  part  of 
the  Clergy  of  the  eftablifhed  Church, 
have,  in  my  opinion,  heavy  Grievances 
to  complain  of:  and  better  were  it  to 
redrefs  thofe  Grievances,  becaufe  it  is 
jufi  to  do  fo ;  than,  by  a  Syfiem  of  Into~ 

lerance 
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lerance  of  any  kind,  to  awaken  the  minds 
of  men,  by  Jlimulating  difcuffion  upon 
that  fubjedt. 

All  Sedts  in  this  Country  contribute 
tJieir  proportion,  to  the  fupport  of  the 
eftablifhed  Church,  Therefore,  all  Sedta- 
ries  have  as  good  a  right  as  we  have,  to 
offer  an  Opinion  refpedting  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  their  own  Property. 

You  talk.  Sir,  in  your  Speech*,  of 
the  “  Eftates,  of  the  Splendor ,  and  of 
the  Orders  and  Gradations,  and  alfo 
-*  of  the  Majejly  of  the  Church I  have 
heard  of  the  Majejly  of  Kings ,  I  have 
heard  of  the  MAJESTY  of  the  PEOPLE, 
I  have  heard  of  the  fpirit  of  humility 
pf  the  Chriftian  Religion,  and  of  its 
Apoftles;  but,  this  is  the  firft  time  I 
ever  heard  the  expreffion  of  the  “  Ma~ 
jefy  of  the  CHURCH!” 

t  Seepage  29  of  Mr,  Burke's  Speech, 

♦  . .  The 
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The  Revolution  in  France  is  one  of 
the  moft  ftriking  and  memorable  pages 
in  Hiftpry;  and  no  political  event  was, 
perhaps,  ever  more  pregnant  with  good 
confequences  to  future  ages.  That  great 
and  glorious  Revolution  will,  in  time, 
difteminate  throughout  Europe,  liberality 
of  fentiment,  and  a  juft  regard  for  Poli¬ 
tical,  Civil,  and  Religious  Liberty.  It 
will,  in  all  probability,  make  the  World, 
for  Centuries,  profperous,  free,  and 
happy,  when  the  Author  of  the  Sublime 
and  Beautiful  fhall  be  no  more,  and  the 
WHIG  Principles  from  St,  Omers  *  be 
forgotten. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient. 

And  moft  humble  Servant, 

STANHOPE. 

*  Note  ;  by  the  Principles  from  St.  Omers  is  here 
meant  thofe  justly  exploded  Principles  technically  fo  called, 
and  *ot  any  which  may  be  held  there ,  at  prefent. 


